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“Go into the world and tell the Good News to all creation.”  Mark 16:15

The Christmas Miracle

    By Kathy Wilcox

   When we look at the child in the manger this Christmas, we will again be filled with love and awe. The fact that God sent his son to us as a tiny infant is truly the greatest miracle we will ever experience.

   But let’s back up a minute. What had to happen for the child to be born? A child has to have a mother, and we know that her name was Mary. We know that Mary was conceived without original sin (as was Eve) and was chosen by God to be the mother of the Messiah. What we know from Scripture is that when Mary was asked to be the mother of the Messiah, she responded in obedience to God. ‘Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word” (Lk. 1:1:38).

   Obedience was the most important aspect of Mary’s character that brought us our Savior. Saint Irenaeus explains that by her obedience Mary repaired the evil done by Eve’s disobedience: “As Eve by her disobedience caused her own death and that of the entire human race, so Mary by her obedience became the cause of her own salvation and that of all mankind.”

   Mary was not just obedient when she said yes to the Incarnation. She was obedient from the time she was born to her parents who were in authority over her. She was obedient to the Roman government when, as a very pregnant young woman she and her husband Joseph traveled over seventy miles to Bethlehem during the winter and were so poor when they got there that the only lodging available to them was a stable. 

     _______________________


     ______________________

She was obedient to her Jewish faith when she and Joseph took the baby Jesus to the Temple in Jerusalem forty days after his 

birth to complete Mary’s ritual purification after childbirth and to 

perform the redemption of the firstborn. She proved her total obedience when she willingly followed her husband’s direction to go to Egypt, which was a journey even farther that the one from Nazareth to Bethlehem. Mary was obedient to her parents, her husband, her faith, the government and to God.

   Since it was Adam and Eve’s disobedience which brought death to the whole human race, total obedience was required to make things right. Mary was totally obedient and so was Jesus. Bishop 

Fulton Sheen explained that Jesus spent three hours on the cross redeeming, three years teaching and thirty years in obedience to his parents.

   When we look at the precious child who came to us from our Father in heaven, whose only mission was our redemption, we need to remember the cost to Jesus and to Mary. They totally submitted in obedience to the will of the Father, and in doing so gave all of us who are part of the human race a second chance to do the same.
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